Arginine residues are involved in the transport function of bilitranslocase.
Specific guanido group reagents inhibit bilitranslocase transport activity in rat liver plasma membrane vesicles. Their reaction is shown to be affected by sulfobromophthalein, Thymol blue and bilirubin, which are translocated by bilitranslocase across the plasma membrane. It is concluded that the transport function of bilitranslocase depends on arginine residues, which are involved in the interaction with the molecules to be translocated.